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When we moved to online worship on March 15th 
there wasn’t a long-term plan. After Redeemer and 
Grace’s councils made the decision on Saturday, 
March14th, the only thought was, what are we 
going to do tomorrow? 

The first Sunday was filled with technical 
difficulties, apprehension, and uneasiness. With 
Sherry Georgeff ’s help we pulled something 
together. Getting ready for our eighth Sunday 
online, we have developed a rhythm with the help 
and assistance of so many. As I reflect on the last 
seven weeks I realize while our worship experience 
is very different, we have been a community 
nonetheless. While separated, we have continued 
to gather together in a new way. Of course, one 
thing that has been missing from our worship is the 
sacrament of Holy Communion.

How do we share this meal when we are not 
gathered together in person? When we are not in 
the same room, how do we share a meal 
represented by a single loaf and cup? How can you 
receive the bread and wine when you may be by 
yourself?

These are difficult questions to answer, and yet I 
wrestled with them for some time. I talked with 
colleagues. I read articles. And then in a 

conversation with a pair of trusted friends 
something shifted. They asked, “Ken, could using 
our logic and reason to figure out answers to these 
questions be the wrong starting point?”  We then 
moved to a conversation about promise. 
Sacraments as the earthly element combined with 
the promise of God — spoken, heard, tasted — we 
face significant limitations in this moment, but 
God has no such limitations.

As I came away from the conversation I my 
thinking moved. I had a new starting place. It is 
not our table. It is not mine. It is not yours. 
Wherever we are, however we are gathered, what is 
before us is God’s table. God is the host. God is 
the meal.

And so I went back to the Augsburg Confession 
and found: “the sacraments are signs and 
testimonies of God’s will toward us in order to 
awaken and strengthen our faith.” I read in the 
Large Catechism, Martin Luther state: “for Christ 
has not instituted communion to be treated as a 
show, but has commanded His Christians to eat 
and drink it, and thereby remember Him.” I went 
through Bishop Kuempel’s Spirit and Life Home 
Communion Document that notes: “in these 
extreme circumstances, the act of moving the 
Sacrament into the home fits well with our earliest  
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faith traditions of Luther commending faith be taught around the kitchen table.” And with these in mind I 
prayerfully considered how we could commune.

Where I landed was this: We will celebrate the Holy Supper on the first Sunday in each month for as long as 
we are not gathering in person. Each person will be invited to have a small piece of bread or cracker, as well 
as a small glass of juice or wine before them. As for distribution, in an effort to hold us in community, we will 
each receive what God gives us ourselves. This will allow us all to receive the sacrament in a similar way, 
whether we are worshipping in a room by ourselves or with others around us. It is in this act that we hold 
solidarity in our community.

For while we are separated, we are gathered together. Gathered together to celebrate the expansiveness of 
God’s love and grace that moves beyond our rationalizations and imaginations. Gathered together in one 
community, connecting to all those who worship this day, along with all who have come before and all who 
will come after. Gathered together to give thanks for God’s real presence among us.

I look forward to communing with you, at God’s table, this coming Sunday morning. 

Peace,

March Financials 

Total Income for the month of March was over budget by 
$3,671. The positive variance was mainly attributed to both 
regular offering and Partnership income being over budget. 
Total Expenses were well under budget by about $3,100. Total 
Net Gain for March was $2,427 which put Redeemer under 
budget YTD by about $1,370. During these unprecedented 
times please keep a few things in mind when it comes to 
church finances. Since most of Redeemer's expenses are of the 
fixed variety (not variable but ongoing) there is still a 
compelling need to support the church financially at least at 
the same level of commitment or greater as during normal 
times. This is an obligation and commitment we should  all 
make for the indefinite future. Please keep in mind the new 
monthly "Inviting Surprise" Thank you for all your great 
support during the month of March and beyond.

Submitted by Larry Kidd, Redeemer Treasurer
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Outreach 
Ministry of the Month 
In April and May we will collect monetary 
donations for South Junior High.  These 
monies go for low income  student school 
fees for electives, activity cards, and 
supplies.

WWW Distribution: 
The WWW distributed to 54 families in 
April. Due to our present situation with 
the COVID-19 virus and the stay in place 
order, the following precautions were 
taken. Recipients drove in one drive way, 
collected the items they needed from their 
cars and drove out the other drive way. No 
names or information was taken.

We are so thankful for all who helped in 
this difficult time whether in purchasing, 
sorting, delivery or distribution. We are 
looking into how we can secure supplies 
for a May distribution.

Mar. 2019 YTD Mar. 2020 YTD 2020 YTD Annual
Actual Actual Budget Budget

Income $39,460 $46,169 $46,400 $185,600
Expenses $46,927 $48,530 $50,132 $200,543

Net Gain (Loss) ($7,466) ($2,362) ($3,732) ($14,943)

Feb. 2020 Mar. 2020 Monthly Annual
Actual Actual Budget Budget

Income $14,038 $16,038 $15,468 $185,600
Expenses $16,516 $13,611 $16,712 $200,543

Net Gain (Loss) ($2,477) $2,427 ($1,244) ($14,943)
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From the Council  
In-Person / On-Line Worship Update 
Redeemer council met virtually on April 28, 
primarily to discuss our thoughts on a timeline 
for returning to worship. The council agreed 
to extend our suspension of in-person 
gatherings through the month of May. We 
made this decision grounded in the conviction 
that we as a church are called to care for one 
another. Although Governor Otter is allowing 
faith communities to gather during Phase I of 
Idaho Rebounds, people still cannot come 
together in the same way they did prior to 
COVID-19. Any physical gatherings in any 
spaces—sanctuaries or otherwise—require 
adhesion to strict safety guidelines, such as 
maintaining six feet between people of 
different households and disinfecting all 
surfaces between uses. These guidelines are 
recommended not only by the state but by the 
synod, and it is our responsibility to comply 
with them as a faith community and as 
citizens.

Given the extent of the adjustments we 
will need to make, it will take 
considerable time and discernment to 
prepare the way forward. With that in 
mind, council agreed to partner with area 
ELCA churches, which have likewise 
adopted the same delay of in-person 
gatherings, in a new task force that will 
work through the decisions and plans to 
reinstitute in-person services. We 
envision that this task force, which will 
be comprised of member medical 

professionals, pastors, and experienced 
administrators, will help set Redeemer up for 
success, detailing a roadmap for the coming 
days. We also want to assure our vulnerable 
members that we plan to continue online 
worship offerings even when we resume in-
person gatherings.

As uncomfortable as it is that we cannot yet 
come together for worship in our familiar 
gathering place, it is a pointed reminder that 
God is not just in our building. God is in our 
own living rooms, in the voices of the people 
we hear on the phone and see on our screens, 
in the warmth of the sun. Worship and 
connection might have to be in a different 
place, but they can still happen. We give 
thanks for God’s gifts of faith, creativity, 
ingenuity, and discipline, which will help us 
navigate this time.
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Daily devotions shared by ELCA leaders and 
pastors from the Treasure Valley and Northwest 
Intermountain Synod. 

www.tvprays.org 

Payroll Protection Program 

We also want to inform the congregation that Redeemer 
applied for the paycheck protection program offered 
through the Small Business Association, and the 
application has been accepted. In short, the program 
provides a loan for payroll expenses, and the loan will be 
forgiven if the employees are maintained for the 
designated eight-week period. Faith communities were 
deemed eligible under this federal program, and given 
the uncertainty of these times, the council decided it was 
prudent to seek help. Many thanks go to Larry Kidd for 
undertaking this time-consuming process.

http://www.tvprays.org
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