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The Redeemer Reporter
What snow does to me...
— A note from Pastor Ken —

I woke up this morning as many did here in the Treasure Valley to a blanket of white
snow. When I was kid I loved the snow. I loved snow days for they were filled with
sledding, snowmen and hot chocolate. When I was kid I loved playing in the snow.
Unfortunately as an adult you don’t seem to end up playing in the snow very much. And
the playing that you do often involves a shovel or snow blower. Now I will tell you that
I love running the snow blower. I love seeing how quickly it moves the snow from the
sidewalk to grass. I never fail to appreciate the way a freshly shoveled or blown
sidewalk looks against the snow covered lawn. I love it, but in truth, I would be happy if
I could only live on the memories of snow blowing.
The last winter I spent in the Midwest was one of the worst I had ever experienced. I
was living in Minneapolis at the time. The snow began before Thanksgiving that year
and went on well into the spring. I was living with some friends and I had to park on
the street each night. I tired fairly quickly of trying to remember which side of the
street I was suppose to park at night so the snow plow could do its work. It ended up
snowing so much that year that I couldn’t see my car from the house because of how
high the snow had to be piled. That last winter in the Midwest gave me my fill of snow
for a lifetime.
So imagine the joy I felt seven years ago when I was coming to live in Boise. I had a
good friend who had lived in Boise earlier in her life. Among the many things she
shared was how in her seven years of living here she could count on one hand the
number of times it snowed and stuck. She told me how mild the winters were in the
Treasure Valley and how snow really never came.
I love my friend dearly, but in my first year here, when it snowed and stuck more times
than I have fingers on my hands I seriously questioned whether my friend was
trustworthy. The fact is that every time I see the snow in the Treasure Valley have a
visceral reaction and think of my friend immediately.
She and I actually spoke this afternoon and I shared this with her she simply laughed
and laughed. She mentioned that it was nice to be remembered so much. I followed up
with some statements that should remain between good friends and after a little more
conversation hung up the phone.

I am standing in my office looking out at the snow again, but this time my mind
wanders a bit. Specifically, like the snow reminding me of my friend, are the other
things in which seeing bring up a specific reaction or memory?
I can think of place on the Boulder Road that of love every time I pass it. To any other
person, you are simply driving on the road. You come up a slight incline. There is a
bridge on your left and trailhead parking on your right. You turn the corner and enter a
short straightaway before heading up a hill. The place is similar to hundreds of other
places on the road, but for me, each time I round that corner, I remember a young
woman and I getting stuck on the side of the road. I remember realizing in the midst of
our being stuck and the conversation that followed that I was indeed falling in love
with her. And only a short six years later did we gather with our family and friends and
Continued on page 2
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exchange vows becoming wedded partners for life.
There is a place in my sister’s house, right next to where her kitchen table sits that if I happen to be standing in it and
my niece walks in front of me I recall the experience of grace. When they were small I would throw my niece in the air
and catch her almost every time. I must say almost because the day before the moment I recall, I had thrown my niece
in the air and she decided in the middle to try twirling to great detriment. In in the midst of the twirl I was unable to
hold onto her and she fell to the ground. I did not expect to ever throw her again. But the next morning, next to my
sister’s kitchen table, my niece came up to me and put her arms up and asked to be thrown. I told her I didn’t think it
was a good idea, but she said to me, “it’s OK. I trust you.” Grace experienced…
I imagine we all have these places or things that garner memories of love and grace. I encourage you to visit them, at
least in your mind, and be reminded of God’s grace and love given for you. I know that as I witness the continued
snowfall, these memories are warming my heart and softening me toward my friend.
Peace,

Please Lock Up Behind You

Sunday, March 10th

Changes Made….
We have added a Google calendar to our church
website. It is located under the “About” section. Check
it out today at www.redeemerboise.org.

Several times this month, doors to the
sanctuary and Fellowship Hallway have
been left unlocked. Please do not loan
out keys assigned to you. If we need to
issue another key to someone, so they
have access to the building contact the
church office. Property is responsible for
locking the church on Sunday after the
second service to ensure it is secure.
Please, ensure all doors that you have
been meeting or working are secured
upon your departure. If you are unable to
lock up for some reason, please call
Laurel. (208/336-2329)
Security of the building is ALL our
responsibility.
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Upcoming Mid-Week dinner Changes

Mid-week dinner before Lent services will be
different this year compared to previous years. The
worship committee is changing the menu from soups to
salads. There are a wide variety of salad
possibilities and we look forward to whatever type
of salad folks are willing to contribute for the
meals. Each salad should be large enough to feed 12
people. A total of five salads is requested for
each dinner. Committees will again be asked to host
the meal by providing bread, butter and taking care
of set up and clean up. Sign-up on the fellowship
pad during worship or at the church office.

First Thursday Lunch will be on
March 7th. We begin at 12:00 p.m.
with soups, breads, and desserts. The
cost is $2.00 per person and children
are free. Bring a friend and join us for
good food and great fellowship.

We are looking for five people who would be willing to
share a faith story at midweek services during Lent.
What’s a faith story? A story about you that shares a
time of growth or mission in your life of faith. Or a story
that shares a time of pain that raised questions and
fears. Basically it is a piece of your story and your walk
with Jesus. Pastor Ken will work with those who
volunteer to hone their experience into a 3-5 minute
story. If you are interested, please talk with Pastor Ken.
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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
7:00 PM | MARCH 6TH
Midweek Lenten Services
Wednesday Evenings
6:15pm

7:00pm

Salad

Holden Evening Prayer

in the fellowship hall

in the sanctuary

Beginning March 13th through April 10th

Redeemer Lutheran Church February Council Meeting
The Redeemer Council met on February 21, 2019. Council officers were elected: Ingrid Finstuen will serve as Council
President, Ashley Seymour as Vice President, and Laurel Simos as Secretary. Larry Kidd remains in place as Treasurer.
Carol Green will be the liaison for both the Outreach and Property Committees. Heather Norris will be the liaison for
the Worship and Music Committee, and Doug Jay will be the liaison for the Endowment Committee.
The meeting included discussions of financials, which were off to a slow start in January. Council will monitor the
ongoing status and communicate with the congregation in quarterly reports.
Council discussed the sabbatical report forum, which will be held during fellowship hour on Sunday, March 31. Both
Pastor Ken and council members will present the report and discuss what they learned during the process.
Council would like to express their thanks for all those who support and sponsor the various committees, groups,
functions, projects, and programs of Redeemer. Through our contributions of Time, Talent, and Treasure we glorify
God and reach not only those at Redeemer, but many other people. With thanks to God and by his Grace, we will
continue to grow and thrive. His blessings upon all of you!
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Esther ~ Naomi Circle Bible Study

The Esther~Naomi Circle will meet for study in the Fellowship Hall at

1:00 p.m. on Wednesday, March 13th.

We will use the study from the Gather magazine.
If you have a treat to share we would love to share it with you.

Submitted by: Carol Green

NO NAME MEN’S GROUP
MONTHLY MEETING: MONDAY, MARCH 11TH (7:00 PM)
WHERE: SOCKEYE GRILL &

BREWPUB

RUTH
Circle

(3019 N COLE RD. BOISE, ID)
At our February meeting, we discussed the possibility of the No-Names
hosting an event that could be sponsored by the Redeemer Nurture and
Fellowship fund. Initially, I thought that we might move the LutherFest!
to a church-wide festivity. The February gathering and I thought we
should keep the original LutherFest! and perhaps go with some different
theme.
I was planning to invite ideas for a festival that then could be discussed at
the March meeting thinking that I would lead. However, I will be
traveling much of this spring and again in fall so I realistically will not be
able to have a significant role. The No-Names have a good opportunity to
do something for Redeemer fellowship but need someone to take the
lead. Would you let either Larry Spencer (Acting Secretary, in absentia)
or me know If you would be willing to organize and lead a nurture and
fellowship event hosted by the No-Names? Further discussion and ideas
then will be on the March meeting agenda. (I may not be at the March
meeting).
Questions
"The deeds you do may be the only sermon some persons will experience
today." Francis of Assisi.

For March we will be hosting a Lent meal on

March 13th, 2019
We are responsible for set up (at 6pm), four loaves of
bread, and clean up for this special dinner before
mid week service at 7pm.
Then….in April,
we are going to start meeting monthly again! For our
standing meeting days/place we picked the
first Wednesday of the month,
meeting at Redeemer at 7:00pm.

During this last month:
1. What sermon did you observe?

Ruth members are encouraged to bring something to
share, either food, drink or spiritual. Come to connect with
other women in the congregation.

2. What sermon did others experience from you?
Any prayer concerns that you would like to bring before the group.
Steve, Acting Secretary

Submitted by: Arielle Arnold
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Outreach Activities
Wash , Wipe , & Wear
Distribution in
February
98 Families sere served on Feb. 16th
Diapers passed

2,185

Rolls Toilet paper

Ministry
of the Month
March

294

Laundry Soap

98

Bar soap

98

Thanks go to the following folks: Gary M. for picking up the soaps, Ruth M.
the toilet paper, and Gale F. for ordering and picking up the diapers.
Sorters: Marilyn S., Sandy W., Norma V., and Ruth M.
Map recorder and number passer: Sandrina N.

The month of March focus for
Ministry of the Month ( MOM) will be for

Baggers: Martina N., Jean and Vaughn P.
Passers: Vaughn P., and Ruth M.
Writers: Gale F. (With daughter Rachel observing and filling in at the end) and
a "Newbie", Jean P. Jean is also checking to see if Katherine can e-mail her
the program for the sign in sheets and she will try to alphabetize the house
numbers in each zip code!
Passing the bar soap and children's candy was Leah, Gales granddaughter.
Clean-up was done by Martina N.
The week before WWW was rather "Hair-raising" for me! After Bible Study
on Thursday only had 1 writer, and 1 bagger and passer! Luanne e-mailed on
Friday saying she was sick, so no map recorder and number passer. But you
know God already had this figured out for me! Going to my computer I was
going over who I was going to e-mail for help. When I opened my computer
there was a e-mail from Jean P. saying her and her grandson Vaughn were
coming; she had forgotten to sign the sheet! Then I e-mailed Martina and
asked if one of her children could pass the numbers. And that's how Jean P.
ended up writing! Another problem was the soap from the $ Tree never
showed up till Friday PM even tho it had been ordered 3 weeks prior. That
was due to bad weather. So luckily we didn't have to scramble for the
soap! So another "Thank You Lord" prayer went up!

Whitney Elementary School
located in our church neighborhood
on Overland.
The specific items needed are as follows:
Girls under pants, leggings, sweats, and
jeans sizes 7 and up
Boys underpants sizes 16 and up, boys
sweats sizes 32-36
There is also an opportunity for five (5)
Redeemer people to volunteer on
March 29th from 5:30 to 8:00 p.m.
serving dinner to children and their
families on Family Photo Night which is
provided free of cost for the meals and
photos to the families.

On March 2nd WWW will be hosting an appreciation luncheon for all those
who volunteered this past year. Anyone who volunteered will be notified as
to the time. Hopefully no one will be forgotten, but if you volunteered and
did not receive an invite please come! Just let me know so we get an
accurate count!
In His Service, Ruth Makovsky

As always…
Thank you, for your support
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Opportunities to Serve….Gifts of Time, Talent, and Treasure
Inside the Walls Of Redeemer

Outside The Walls Of Redeemer

Counter
Boise Rescue Mission
Fellowship Host
Donating to a special cause
Folder
Idaho Food Bank
Mission of the Month
Luther Heights
Other Volunteer Opportunities
Neighborhood Association
Property Team
Other Volunteer Opportunities
Quilting
Refugee Center
School Tutor
Sponsoring Weekly Flowers
Tithing
Visitation Team
If you are interested in learning more about the additional
opportunities to serve inside the walls of Redeemer, please
Wash, Wipe, Wear
contact the church office.
Worship Leaders

Please take time to greet and thank
our newly elected
Redeemer Lutheran Church
2019 Council
PRESIDENT
Ingrid Finstuen
VICE PRESIDENT
Ashley Seymour
TREASURER
Larry Kidd
SECRETARY
Laureal Simos
AT-LARGE MEMBERS
Carol Green
Doug Jay
Heather Norris
We give God thanks for their service.

Redeemer Lutheran
Family Camp

September 6-8, 2019
We will worship, serve, eat, play and dance
together. A specific schedule will
with the registration materials.
The cost is $80.00 adults,
$40.00 for those age 5-11 and under 5 is free
(maximum per-family is $225.00). The cost
includes 6 meals and two nights lodging.
(The cost should not be an issue for a family’s
ability to attend. If this a hardship, please talk
to Pastor Ken.)
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A letter from Pastor John….
Greetings to you all from the far north country! I’ve almost been here a month and I believe that I’m just beginning to have
an understanding of this place, but that is just the beginning of it all. In fact I think you’d have to be here for years to come to
a deeper understanding of Shismaref and the people who live here.
Imagine my surprise when I went to the post office and saw an envelope with Redeemer Lutheran as the return address. I
want to thank you for your generous gift to the congregation. It will be a true blessing for the ministry that we do here.
Life is hard here in the winter time, especially if you live a lifestyle of getting food off the land and sea, which is the
subsistence lifestyle that the Inpiat people embrace. It’s an ancient way of life that is swiftly vanishing with the changes due
to Climate Change. If you ask people here they will all tell you it is real, so real that within a few years this island will
disappear into the rising sea and they will have to leave this place.
There is a deep sadness about this here as that time approaches and the church is a vital part of those discussions. We are
the only church in the village, so you are known by everyone whether you attend or not. When I’m asked by people outside
the village how many members we have I always respond that in reality they are all part of the church.

Photo of the church Pastor John Is
currently working at.

I’ve done my first funeral a few weeks ago for Johnny Weyiouanna, an elder of great stature in
the village. This was like no funeral I’ve ever done before. For one thing the grave is dug by the
people of the village and I include myself in that fact. We gathered in -25 degree weather and
began digging through the frozen ground with pick axes and shovels, fortunately we were
able to use a jack hammer to get through that frozen turf. It’s mainly sand here in the village,
so once through the sod the digging goes easy. Well as easy as it could be with the deeply cold
temperatures. The service was much longer than I’ve ever done before, because the whole
town comes and they bring their gifts of words to the family and songs too. They sang
traditional songs from the village and songs of comfort for the family, of course in a village this
size you’re related to everyone so all feel comfortable getting up front and singing alone or with
an informal choir. The service was almost 4 hours long, but it didn’t feel long, in reality it felt
just right. The village had shared their memories, they greeted the immediate family and the
gospel was shared. It was truly a powerful experience.

I’ve also done a great baptism here that same weekend and that was very cool. The communal nature of this place is seen
in the joy they have for the children who live here. Big families are still the norm here and in fact of a village of 600 over 200
of them are under 18.
Culturally basketball for the high school kids is king. They love to watch and cheer on their team against the other villages, all
must fly into the air field here. I’ve enjoyed going to the games and watching the competitions with everyone else.
Shismaref lives up to its reputation as the friendliest place in all of Alaska. Everyone knows who I am, for it’s not like you get
tourists here in the middle of winter. It’s the first time in my life where I’m in the minority. That’s been good for me too.
Speaking of winter as I suspect you know it’s pretty dark here during that time, but what’s been fascinating is how much
daylight you gain each day. On average I’d say it’s six more minutes a day. The sun gets higher and higher in the sky. When I
arrived their was about three hours of daylight, now it’s over six.
To say that this place is off the grid is an understatement. The life you lead includes getting your own water either by getting
your own from the ice on some freshwater lakes on the mainland, you cross with your snow mobile over the frozen lagoon to
get there. Or you can go to a public place where you fill a 200 gallon plastic tank on a sled with the water and then take it
back to your home to pump into a 300 gallon tank in the parsonage. This is much more like what life is like in the 1800s, not
the 21st century.
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I’m beginning the confirmation classes soon for that’s important here. As this unfolds I know I’ll be wishing I had some help
from your confirmation program that you do with the other churches in the Boise area.
Worship here is fairly traditional, think the green book, the LBW, though the songs come out of another hymn book that has
a more revivalistic tone to it. Songs like Blessed Assurance and Jesus Loves me are standard. They do sing the doxology each
week, but it is in the native language of the place. It’s quite the experience to hear them sing. I remember my grandmother
singing it in German and now to hear it in their language has brought back many memories.
I could go on and on here about my experiences here and I will try and
keep you appraised of the happenings of this place. We are hosting our
Synod Spring Conference, where all the churches will send people here.
The pastors all camp out in the parsonage and have a great time. It’s a
great honor to be a part of this place and I do ask for your prayers for us
all. Here are a few pictures that I’ve taken.
Peace, Pastor John
The words to the doxology in
their native language.

Bible Study
11am on Thursdays
The format for the study is quite simple. We open in
prayer asking for the Spirit to guide us in our study.
Then we read a passage and discuss.

– What stood out to us?
-What do we hear God
saying to us today?
- What questions does it
raise?

As the discussion lessens and time allows we
continue by reading another passage. This type of
study does not require any prep work to join.
Simply come and we will read the bible together.
Please consider joining us.
All are welcome.

Prayers of the People

It is our privilege and joy to pray for members and
friends of Redeemer Lutheran Church and for the needs
of our community, synod , country and world. We have
a Prayer Chain that receives an urgent prayer request
via email as quickly as we receive it. If you would like to
be included on the Prayer Chain, please let the church
office know. We also have a Prayer Group that meets
several times a week. You are welcome to join them.
Many of the names on our prayers of the people have
been there for more than a year. In an effort to more
effectively pray for each individual, please update your
request or let us know if the person can be removed from
the list. Also, if possible, please include a description of
the request unless it is to be held in confidence.
Thank you.

Office Closed
12:00 NA

25

24/31

8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Prayer Group

Office Closed
12:00 NA

18

17

8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Prayer Group

Office Closed
12:00 NA
7:00 Men’s Group

11

10

8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Prayer Group

Office Closed
12:00 NA

4

Mon

8:30 Worship
9:30 Fellowship
10:30 Worship
11:30 Prayer Group

3

Sun

9:30 Quilters
12:00 NA
7:00 NA

26

9:30 Quilters
12:00 NA
7:00 NA

19

9:30 Quilters
12:00 NA
7:00 NA

12

9:30 Quilters
12:00 NA
7:00 NA

5

Tue

Office Closed
12:00 NA
6:15 Salad Supper
7:00 Midweek Service

27

Office Closed
12:00 NA
6:15 Salad Supper
7:00 Midweek Service

20

Office Closed
12:00 NA
1:00 Esther/Naomi
6:15 Salad Supper
7:00 Midweek Service

13

Office Closed
12:00 NA
7:00 Ash Wednesday

6

Wed

11:00 Bible Study
12:00 NA

28

11:00 Bible Study
12:00 NA

21

11:00 Bible Study
12:00 NA

14

11:00 Bible Study
12:00 1st Thursday Soup
12:00 NA

7

Thu

March 2019

10:00 Folders
12:00 NA
6:00 Girlscouts
8:00 NA

29

10:00 Folders
12:00 NA
6:00 Girlscouts
8:00 NA

22

10:00 Folders
12:00 NA
6:00 Girlscouts
8:00 NA

15

10:00 Folders
12:00 NA
6:00 Girlscouts
8:00 NA

8

10:00 Folders
12:00 NA
6:00 Girlscouts
8:00 NA

1

Fri

7:30 Prayer Group
10:00 NA Planning
12:00 NA
3:00 Youth Choir
7:00 NA

30

7:30 Prayer Group
10:00 NA Planning
12:00 NA
3:00 Youth Choir
7:00 NA

23

7:30 Prayer Group
10:00 NA Planning
12:00 NA
1:00 WWW
3:00 Youth Choir
7:00 NA

16

7:30 Prayer Group
10:00 NA Planning
12:00 NA
3:00 Youth Choir
7:00 NA

9

7:30 Prayer Group
10:00 NA Planning
12:00 NA
12:00 WWW Volunteer
Lunch
12:30 Conf. Rm Reserved
3:00 Youth Choir
7:00 NA

2

Sat
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Readings for Sundays in March
March 3
March 10

Matthew 16:24-17:8
Matthew 18:15-35

March 17

Matthew 20:1-16

March 24

Matthew 22:1-14

March 31

Matthew 25:1-13
March Altar Guild:

Erin Fischer

Please consider signing up for Flowers or Fellowship...contact the church office for details.
Mar 3

Flowers:
Julie Alexander

Mar 10

Lent

Mar 17

Lent

Mar 24

Lent

Mar 31

Lent

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:
Linda Albers
Family Ryan Albers
Betty James Allen
Family of Rev. Baughman
Chris
Clay Binford
Peter Bond
Colleen Brenton
Joy Brizee
Dave Brown
Family of Tom Bryant
Family of Rob Bursik
Darla Bylinski
Ray Carleton
Family of Dale Chase
Family of Lorraine Chavez
Don Coffman
Bev Cordes
Connor’s Family
Family of Katie Davis
Kristi Davis
Debbie Deidhaar
De Leon Family
Dowell Family
Jennifer Draney
Draney Family
Mike Edgekoski
Epps Family

Military

Seth Erickson
Devan Irons
Matthew Jay
Jason Kinsey

Coffee and Fellowship Time:
Finstuen

New prayer requests are shown in bold print.
Forsberg Family
Lori Floyd
Family of Louise Gaedeke
Thom Garzone
Family of Dick Gasparotti
Family of Shirley Gilchrist
Dani Goodson
Everly Goodson
Waverly Goodson
Alice Holmes
Harold Horton
Patsy Horton
Amy Huff
Julie Hulvey
Ingraham Family
Family of Larry Irons
Gloria Jay
Family of Marilyn Jennings
Family of Fran Keibler
Betty Kidd
Grace Kinsey
Family Loren Larson
Family of Bettie Leavitt
Sam Matson
Richard McCaskill
Michele
Joe Mogen
Family of David Norby
Logan Kostick
Jonathan Negron
Jon Savage
Jim Schmeits

Roger Oldenburger
Kitty Patton
Andrew & Becca Pike
Tina Qualls
Grace Ruddy & Family
Family of Hank Sather
Sonia Safron
Anita Searcy
Family of Russ Schroeder
Family of Flora Schweitzer
Scott and family
Maxine Spears
Family of Jane Stene
Robin Stewart
Anna Sutherland
Alan Syron
Marjorie Tripp
Jennie Trott
Jonah Udstuen
Leia Vogt
Family of Kenny White
Family of Michael Zipser

Brian Waybright

Redeemer Lutheran Church
2920 Cassia Street
Boise, ID 83705
Office: 208-344-6758
Web: www.redeemerboise.org
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