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The Redeemer Reporter
Jeremiah Revisited
— A note from Pastor Ken —

On the last Sunday of November our congregation encountered a reading from
the prophet: Jeremiah. Jeremiah shares a surprising message with God’s people
after they had been taken into exile. One might imagine they want to hear how
God will show up in next 70 seconds to rescue them from their plight. Instead
what they hear is God telling them to get comfortable – to build homes, plant
gardens, marry, have children, get involved in the community and pray on its
behalf – because it was going to take God 70 years to get there.
This reading has stuck with me longer than normal. Often what happens for me
is that I spend a week with the text prior to Sunday and then after worship, my
mind releases it as I pick up the following week’s reading. However, it is not the
case this time. I find myself continuing to ponder how God’s message was
received by God’s people.
This couldn’t have been what they wanted to hear as I imagine them to be like
us. They want what they want, and they want it now. Exile is a terrible thing. To
be conquered by an opposing force and then displaced from your home. This a
change no one wants and now God tells them they have to live into the change.
They hear that this isn’t a temporary spot. In fact, for some this is the only life
they will know.
I wonder what the next day looked like for these folks. Did they wake up with
new resolve to make the best of the situation? Did they hang their heads in
sorrow as they realized it wasn’t a dream? What impact did God’s words have on
them?
I wish I knew, because the more this text runs around my mind, the more I think
we can learn from it. Exile not just being conquered and removed from one’s
land, exile can take the form of anytime we find ourselves in a place or spot we
didn’t want to be. Sometimes we take ourselves there, and sometimes that place
finds us. It has something do to with change.
I have had several conversations over the past few weeks with folks who share
their dissatisfaction being in the place they find themselves. They communicate
feelings of frustration and sometimes anger at the situation. They express this
wasn’t their choice. It can be hard for me to know how to respond to these
people I love. Especially when you consider some of the changes that displease
these people, are changes in which I had a hand in instituting.
I keep wondering how do we move forward? How do we grow together, rather
than apart? I wonder if these words that Jeremiah speaks on God’s behalf might
be our answer.
For these words share a vision-filled story of a people thriving amid a change
that was brought to them. These words inspire a future that is ground in hope.
These words remind us that God’s plan includes us all – for it is one plan for
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good and not for harm, for all of God’s people. But it is going to be slow going and take time.
In my sermon I shared a quote from theologian, Reinhold Niebuhr that speaks to this slowness. The quote
shared was a portion of a longer excerpt that I believe can bear fruit in all of us. I share it here in hopes that it
might inspire us into our future together.
“Nothing that is worth doing can be achieved in our lifetime; therefore we must be saved by hope.
Nothing which is true or beautiful or good makes complete sense in any immediate context of history;
therefore we must be saved by faith.
Nothing we do, however virtuous, can be accomplished alone; therefore we must be saved by love.
No virtuous act is quite as virtuous from the standpoint of our friend or foe as it is from our standpoint.
Therefore we must be saved by the final form of love which is forgiveness.” ― Reinhold Niebuhr, The
Irony of American History
Peace,

PS – Many have asked if I have any news about Eric Olsen. Eric and I have chatted towards the middle of
November and he told me I was free to share the following. Eric is still adjusting to the very different rhythm
of being a parish pastor. He and Carol have been warmly welcomed by the church and community. He was
installed on November 19th following a cluster gathering in which it took 1-2 days for other cluster pastors and
church members to fly into the island from around SE Alaska. From all of what he shared, it sounded like
things are going very well.

Sanctuary Christmas Flowers
Help make our sanctuary
beautiful for Christmas by
ordering a poinsettia.
Flowers cost $13.00.
Your flower can be dedicated to a
memory of someone, or something
special in your life. Poinsettias will be
on sale until Sunday December
10th.
Pick up order form in
church office.

You are invited….
We are starting a monthly
Bible Study geared towards
single peeps. We are meeting
monthly at The District
Coffee House in downtown
Boise. Our next meeting is
Friday 12/15 from 7am-8am.
It’s a great way to meet cool
people and have interesting
discussions. We hope to
see you there.
- Traci Glover (Immanuel
Lutheran) and Pastor Meggan
Manlove (Trinity Lutheran)
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Sons of Norway
Holiday Bazaar
Saturday, December 2nd, 2017
9am-3pm

First Thursday Soup will be on December 7th.
Please join us at 12:00 p.m. for soup, breads,
and dessert. The cost is $2.00 per person and
children are free. Bring a friend and join us.

King of Glory Lutheran Church
3430 North Maple Grove Rd.
Boise, ID

There is a lot of work to be done to
prepare the church to welcome the
birth of the Savior.
We need 14 volunteers on December 17th at 11:30 am to help decorate sanctuary and
Fellowship Hall. Please contact Dannette to sign up: (208) 342-3028.

All help is appreciated and welcomed.

Volunteers Needed

Flowers and Fellowship for 2018

Help is needed to remove
Christmas decorations from the
Sanctuary & Fellowship Hall

The Flower and Fellowship sign up sheet is up in the
Fellowship Hall for the upcoming new year.

-Sunday, 12/31 after service

The Altar Guild will order your flowers at a cost of $27 and place your
dedication in the bulletin for the week selected. You can take your
flowers home after the 10:30 worship service.

(6 volunteers needed)
-Thursday, 1/4 after 1st Thurs.
Soup (6 volunteers needed)
-Saturday, 1/6 (10am-11am)
(4 volunteers needed)
Please contact
Dannette to sign up:
(208) 342-3028

Please sign up to provide snacks for Fellowship hour. If you have not
done it before, let the church office know and we will be sure you have a
partner to help train you. Or simply take a simple instruction sheet from
the bulletin board.

Thank you to all who add to our worship and
fellowship time each Sunday!
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Join us on Wednesday evenings during Advent for Soup Supper and Bread
before attending the mid-week Advent services.
Soup will be served at 6:15pm in the
Fellowship Hall with worship at 7:00pm
in the Sanctuary.

This winter….
the Property Committee is
looking for volunteers to help
shovel the property this
winter.
On snow days, Laurel will
text the volunteers to find out who can come at the
time needed. Typically we shovel between snow
storms, early on Sunday mornings, and prior to
scheduled events. Shoveling includes distributing
snow melt.
Our snow plow operator typically plows our
parking lots prior to Sunday service or when the
conditions necessitate he plow.
Please contact Laurel at 208/336-2329 to let her
know you’re interested in helping.

Gift giving season is fast approaching! We
are continuing with the practice established
in recent years. If you desire to give the
pastor a monetary Christmas gift, the council
requests that you offer the gift directly to the
pastor. If anonymity is important to you,
please seal cash in an envelope and give it
to the pastor through a fellow member in
the congregation.
This practice of giving will ensure the money
is a true gift. Money given to the pastor
from Redeemer qualifies as income, not as a
gift, on this personal tax return. Thank you
for understanding.
Faithfully,
Redeemer Lutheran Church Council
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WORSHIP
Advent Worship
December 3,10, 17, & 24
8:30am + 10:30am

Advent Mid-Week
Redeemer will be holding mid-week Advent worship
services on Wednesday evenings from
December 6th through December 20th.
Soup supper at 6:15pm
Worship at 7:00pm

4:00 pm Family Service
(Participatory communion service with candles)

8:00 pm Traditional Service
(Musical offerings by ensemble with communion and candles)

10:00 pm Candlelight Service
(Reflective communion service)

Christmas Day
10:30 am Christmas Worship
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RUTH CIRCLE

Got Cookies?
Esther~Naomi Circle will have their
Christmas lunch on Wednesday, December
13th at noon in the Fellowship Hall. If you
would like to contribute 2 dozen cookies
for our annual Chirstmas cookie distribution
to our home bound and our NA/AA groups
that meet at Redeemer. Please have the
cookies at the church by
December 13th at noon.

FAMILY BRUNCH
DECEMBER 10TH
AFTER 2ND SERVICE
PLEASE RSVP THE NUMBER OF
ATTENDEES BY 12/3/2017
ARIELLE: (208) 860-9522

Thanks for your help!

Esther—Naomi Circle
Annual Christmas Lunch
Circle will meet on Wednesday, December 13th at noon for our annual
Christmas lunch and cookie distribution for our home bound members, NA,
and AA groups that meet at Redeemer. Please bring 2 dozen cookies, a tin or
box for packaging (if you have one), and a dish to share. We will have a
devotional, then lunch, and then prepare the cookies for distribution.

This invitation is extended to
all the women in the church.
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NO NAME MEN’S GROUP
MONTHLY MEETING: MONDAY, DECEMBER 11TH (7:00 PM)
WHERE: SOCKEYE GRILL & BREWPUB
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OUR QUESTION FOR THIS MONTH (ONLY ONE THIS MONTH):
-IF CHRIST WERE BORN IN BOISE THIS YEAR, WHAT GIFT WOULD YOU BRING?
MARTIN LUTHER’S ANSWER:
“THERE ARE MANY OF YOU IN THIS CONGREGATION WHO THINK TO YOURSELVES:

“IF ONLY I HAD BEEN THERE! HOW QUICK I WOULD HAVE BEEN TO

HELP THE BABY!

I WOULD HAVE WASHED HIS LINE! HOW HAPPY I WOULD HAVE

BEEN TO GO WITH THE SHEPHERDS TO SEE THE

LORDY LYIN GIN THE MANGER!”

YES YOU WOULD HAVE! YOU SAY THAT BECAUSE YOU KNOW HOW GREAT
CHRIST IS, BUT IF YOU HAD BEEN THERE AT THAT TIME YOU WOULD HAVE DONE
NO BETTER THAN THE PEOPLE OF
ARE THESE!
BOR.

BETHLEHEM. CHILDISHA ND SILLY THOUGHTS

WHY DON’T YOU DO IT NOW? YOU HAVE CHRIST IN YOUR NEIGH-

YOU OUGHT TO SERVE HIM, FOR WHAT YOU DO TO YOUR NEIGHBOR IN

NEED YOU DO TO THE

LORD CHRIST HIMSELF.” MARTIN LUTHER’S SERMON ON
THE

NATIVITY.
STEVE, ACTING SECRETARY
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Outreach Activities
Wash , Wipe , & Wear
Distribution in
November
First and foremost it is good to be back among our Boise church
family! To get our products here thanks go to Gary M., Thomas, Susie M., and
myself. We also pulled up the racks and readied everything for the Saturday
distribution day. Called Brad Jones and told him he was off the hook until May. So
thanks Brad for doing that while we were gone!
You are appreciated!
On Thursday morning prior to distribution day 6 ladies came to help sort and bag
the diapers and wipes. They were Sandy B., Julie D., Linda F., Connie S., Sandy W.,
and myself.
On Nov. 18th, distribution day thanks go to the following folks:
Becky and Sandrina passed out the numbers
LaDawn K. documented their country of origin, and also did clean-up.
Shirley G., and Keri S., signed the people in.
Brenda M. and Nowela V. filled the bags.
Larry K., and Nowela V., Passed the products from the window.
Brenda M. monitored the table with the extras on.
Martina did the crowd control and monitored the cookie and water table.
So to each and every one of you your help was needed and important! 19 folks
volunteered to make the day possible for distribution!
May God shower all of you with blessings!
103 families were served with all of them receiving the soap, toilet paper, and
extra dish soap. 93 families took the diapers and 10 did not.
Don't forget our sign-up sheet in the fellowship hall! Also want to thank Martina
for being in charge on distribution day as I had a craft fair.

In his service, Ruth Makovsky
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Ministry of the Month Updates

Ministry of the Month for December
Hope Lutheran Church has been operating the “Give
Hope Food Pantry” and it’s program “Feed the Hungry” since 2002.
In fall of 2009, Hope became an Idaho Food Bank Partner. During
recent years, they have purchased a chest freezer, a second
refrigerator, and given another large chest freezer. As a result,
Hope is now able to provide more nutritious foods, such a s frozen
meats, and vegetables, as well as fresh produce and dairy products.
There are always people without food to eat. According to the
Idaho Food Bank, currently one in seven Idahoans are food insecure.
Throughout the year, Hope assists an average of 420 people each
month or 96 households. These people are mostly seniors and
working families with children. The pantry is open to anyone with a
need, Monday-Wednesday from 10:00AM-1:00PM.
We can help by donating the following non-perishable items:
-Green beans (15oz)
-Soups: chicken noodle, tomato, cream of mushroom
-Macaroni and cheese
-Spaghetti sauce (24oz)

Thank you, thank
you
This week Connie Seymour
delivered 111 used shoes to
INsideOut and was greeted with
big smiles and thank yous.
This organization's goal is to
stamp out human trafficking in
our area. We heard about this at
our annual WELCA Synodical
Gathering held in Nampa this
year. We were so impressed by
the couple who spear headed this
that we wanted to help them meet
their goal. These shoes will be
refurbished and sent to places
where shoes are a luxury. For a
small congregation we always
come across where we see a need.
Thanks again.,
Connie, Carol and Norma

Thanks for all your support
Kari Spencer

Room Wanted
Redeemer was recently contacted by a student from Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, IA. She is in the process
of applying for a summer Clinical Pastoral Education in Boise. She is looking for a room to rent from
someone in our congregation for the summer of 2018.
If you are interested and able to help, please contact the church office for her contact information.
Thanks!

9:30 Quilters
12:00 NA
7:00 NA
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9:30 Quilters
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7:00 NA
??? Ruth’s Circle
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Office Closed
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8:00 AA
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Office Closed
12:00 NA
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Christmas

8:30 Worship
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11:30 Prayer Group
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Office Closed
10:30 Christmas Worship
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9:30 Quilters
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7:00 NA

Office Closed
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8:00 AA

4:00 Family service
8:00 Traditional service
10:00 Candlelight service
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29
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Sat

12:00 NA
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1:00 WWW
2:00 Recital
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12:00 1st Thursday Soup
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Readings for Sundays in December
Dec 3

Daniel: The Fiery Furnace

Daniel 3:1, [2-7] 8-30

John 18:36-37

Dec 10

Ezekiel: Valley of Dry Bones

Ezekiel 37:1-14

John 11:25-26

Dec 17

Word Accomplishes God’s Purpose Isaiah 55:1-13

John 4:13-14

Dec 24 (morning)Word Made Flesh

John 1:1-18

Psalm 130:5-8

Dec 24(evening)Birth of Jesus
Dec 25
Shepherds Visit
Dec 31
A Voice in the Wilderness

Luke 2:1-14
Luke 2:8-20
John 1:19-34

Psalm 96:7-10
Psalm 123:1-2
Psalm 32:1-2

December Altar Guild:

Connie Seymour

Dec 3

Coffee and Fellowship Time:
Miltner/Carrothers

Flowers:
Advent

Dec 10

Julie Doty & Linda Alexander

Advent

Dec 17

Advent

Dec 24

Nowela

Advent

Dec 31

Brenda

First Sunday of Christmas

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE:

New prayer requests are shown in bold print.

Dave Altman

Jennifer Draney

Harold Horton

Mia Patterson

Dorothy Ward

Michael Brown

Draney Family

Patsy Horton

Kitty Patton

Family of Michael Zipser

Peter Bond

Noah Dupree

Julie Hulvey

Anne Raffetto

David Boyington

Family of Burt Echtenkamp

Ed Irons

Mike Reynolds

Joy Brizee

Mike Edgekoski

Marlene Isensee

Roberta Riegger

Tiffani Burkett

Erickson Family

Leia Jane

Family of Maren Roisland

Penny Cady

Heidi Fejeran

Jen Jay

Sonia Safron

Ron & Melanie Campbell

Dale Frank

Betty Kidd

Samuelson Families

Jim & BJ Caudell

Karen Frank

Grace Kinsey

Sarah

Lois Child

Louise Gaedeke

Ruth Makovsky

Art Schmidt

Chilcott Family

Thom Garzone

Bob McDonald

Flora Schweitzer

Family of Susie Collett

Jill Greene

Sean Michael

Scott and family

Janice Collins

Connie Hachquet

Michelle

Silflow Family

Connor’s Family

Jonathon Haigh

Misner Family

Wiley Smith

Katie Davis

Willow Hahn

Joe Mogen

Sandy Spreier

Kristi Davis

Don Harter

John Molchon

Jerry Stoor

Debbie Reidhaar

Gary Heppler

Moreland Family

Tom

Lex Denen

George Hess

Stephen Mucher

Leia Vogt

Logan Denen

David Hayward

Bill Nary

Dorcas Wang

Family of Darrell Dorn

Alice Holmes

Kinnsley Oldenburg

Deanna Watson

Military

Seth Erickson
Devan Irons
Matthew Jay

Jason Kinsey
Carol Kohtz
Logan Kostick

Jonathan Negron
Jon Savage
Jim Schmeits
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Brian Waybright

Redeemer Lutheran Church
2920 Cassia Street
Boise, ID 83705
Office: 208-344-6758
Web: www.redeemerboise.org
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